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RELIGIOUS EDUCATION FOR CHILDREN
Philosophy

We offer religious education through the Parish so our children will develop a sense of belonging to a faith community that defines itself by its belief in Jesus Christ as our Lord and Savior and as a community that follows the writings and teachings of the Roman Catholic Church.  It is our goal to pass on our Faith in the Lord Jesus and our traditions as Roman Catholics.  To accomplish this, we seek to: educate the children in Catholic doctrine, prepare them for prayer and worship, invite them to actively participate in parish life, and thereby, assist them in their spiritual and personal development.

We recognize that it takes many years to fully educate and form mature Christians, and that each child, like all believers, comes to us at their own unique point on the journey to understanding.  We also acknowledge and celebrate the fact that parents are the first and most important witnesses for a child’s faith development.  We trust you are creating a God-centered home where behavior is guided by Jesus’ example, each day is given to God for his purposes, and praise and thanksgiving are regularly offered.

Administration

The Director of the Center for Spiritual Development oversees the religious education program, as well as the affiliated sacrament preparation programs of First Reconciliation, First Eucharist and Confirmation, and the Liturgy of the Word for Children celebration at Sunday’s 9:30 Mass.  We also offer Youth Ministry and Service Programs for the youth of our parish that complement the Religious Education Program.  These programs are served by capable, dedicated volunteer catechists (witnesses), and part-time administrative lay ministers and staff.  The parish encourages the ongoing education and certification of catechists, ministers and staff through parish workshops, diocesan programs and theology seminars.  Catechist meetings are held to provide opportunities for growth, sharing of ideas and continued evaluation of the program.

Structure

Religious Education classes meet in two different sessions at the Church of St. Mary.  Grades 1-4 meet on scheduled Sundays of the month from 10:40 to 12:00 Noon.  Grades 5-8 meet most Tuesday nights October to May from 7:00 to 8:00 p.m.  We also offer supplemental classes to students who enter the program after first grade, to catch them up on previous year’s work; please contact the office if you know of a child we may invite to enter the religious education program in this ‘non-traditional’ format.

Religious Education for Special Needs Children

We strive to offer religious education for everyone, and hope parents of children with special needs will bring their children to us also.  Please call the Center for Spiritual Development so a formation program can be developed for a child with special needs.  Depending on the opportunities available and the child, we will try to arrange for instruction during regular class time, either in a ‘mainstreamed’ environment or in a specialized class.  Our building is wheelchair accessible, and we have some catechists available to work with special needs children.   

Liturgy of the Word for Children

The parish also offers Liturgy of the Word for Children (LWC) at the 9:30 Sunday Mass from mid-September to June.  LWC is suggested for children in Pre-K through 3rd grade. LWC IS NOT Sunday school, but is an experience of worship for children. It presents the same bible passages heard by the adults upstairs in language more accessible to children and offers a child-centered lesson and homily.  In LWC they also light the candle, pray psalms and the creed, say the responses after the prayers and readings and sing hymns.  It is, in a nutshell, the first half of Mass specifically for children.  Children 4 years old who are familiar with classroom procedure are usually ready to attend.  Parents may accompany their child, but they do not have to.

Family Volunteers 

Parent volunteers serve as catechists, hall monitors, service leaders, activity coordinators, hospitality hosts and much more.  Without family volunteer hours, there wouldn’t be a religious education program!!!  All families are expected to volunteer in some capacity, or pay the service surcharge of $25.00 per family per year.  Sign-up interests are requested at registration, and specific opportunities are presented at the first parent meeting.  Additional opportunities are advertised throughout the year.  Please call the Center at any time to volunteer.  As the event you volunteered for approaches, you will be contacted by the Center with specific duties and instructions.  If you have not been contacted by either phone or letter, then you are not expected to volunteer for that session.

Communication

A general parent meeting is held near the beginning of each school year. Thereafter, flyers, letters and a newsletter are sent home with the children on a regular basis. These will detail upcoming events, service opportunities, and the like; please be sure and check with your child for these handouts.  If you aren’t receiving communications, call the office.

Parents are asked to advise the DRE of any learning, emotional or physical difficulties your child might be experiencing.   All such information assists us in helping and understanding your child.  All information is kept confidential.  Only the catechist is made aware of these issues to better assist your child.

Calendar

Religious Education classes begin in September for all grades. Please consult the paper or electronic calendar online at www.stmarycloster.org and the Sunday bulletin for the schedule for Sunday and Tuesday classes. school system.  
Arrival
For the Lower Grades – class begins at 10:40 a.m. and we recommend you arrive by 10:35.  We encourage the families of young students to attend the 9:30 Mass.  If you attend a Mass other than 9:30, we ask that you DO NOT DROP-OFF YOUR CHILD/CHILDREN BEFORE 10:30 as we do not guarantee that an adult will be there to supervise before that time.  If you are in the 9:30 Mass and it runs late, DO NOT LEAVE MASS EARLY … we will not begin classes formally until the children and catechists in Mass arrive.

For the Upper Grades – class begins at 7:00 p.m. and we recommend you arrive by 6:55 p.m.  Of course we assume the families of older children will attend mass, but it does not matter which mass they choose.  We will be offering special events and liturgies for the Confirmation Students during the 11:30 Mass and we will probably have a high school choir this year singing during some 11:30 Masses.

Gathering – The children should gather in the Roger Troy Hall door (the school cafeteria door).  Please instruct your children to be careful in the parking lot or accompany them yourself to the cordoned off area.  The parish is not responsible for children walking to religious education or 
for children dropped off before catechists are present.  If it is raining, snowing, or unusually cold, we will gather in the cafeteria.  Usually, however we will be outside, so please ensure that your child dresses appropriately.

Late Arrival - The school doors are locked once religious education begins.  If your child arrives after classes have begun, they must come to the side entrance by the convent where they will be admitted by a parent taking late arrivals.  Children arriving more than 10 minutes late will not be admitted to class.  Their parents will be called to come for them.  Children who are repeatedly late will be asked to leave the program.

Absences – Parents will be called after two consecutive absences.  It is the parent’s responsibility to see that all missed work is made up by the child.  Children who have two or more unexcused absences without making up the work must complete a summer assignment in order to progress to the next grade.

V.
Early Dismissal -- If you need to collect your child early, you must come to the school door closest to the convent (the glass double doors nearest the fenced playground).  This is the only way into the building during class time; all other doors are locked.

VI.
Dismissal – Class ends promptly.  Please pick-up your children in the parking lot by the orange traffic cones outside the Roger Troy Hall door.  For the safety of our children, you must park and walk over to collect your children.  Do not attempt a drive-thru pick-up, even for your older children; drive-thru pick-ups cause visibility problems and traffic back-ups.  Please be considerate of others.  If you arrive more than 5 minutes after classes end, your child will be in the Center for Spiritual Development, NOT the school building.

VII
Walking Home -- If your child is allowed to walk home from religious education, you must notify the catechist and the director in writing.  Each week, your child MUST check out with their catechist before leaving the parking lot.  Under no circumstances may your child leave without notifying their catechist.  If your child leaves without the catechist’s knowledge, we will revoke the privilege of walking home, and you will have to come and collect them.  If you wish to revoke the privilege, you must notify us in writing that your child is no longer allowed to walk home.

VIII 
Behavior – It is expected that all children participating in religious education will respect parish property, the volunteers and catechists working with them, their fellow students, and themselves.  Under no circumstances will disrespectful behavior be tolerated.  Students who misbehave repeatedly will be removed from the classroom, sent to the Director, and their parents will be notified.  After two such removals, the parents must meet with the Director and the Catechist to plan a course of action.  If cooperation is not evident by the child and his or her parents after this meeting, the Director reserves the right to dismiss the child from the program.

IX. 
Food Allergies – Students are not permitted to bring food or gum to class. Catechists will occasionally offer treats or snacks as part of our programs; PLEASE NOTIFY US if your child has any food ALLERGIES.  We do not have a nurse on duty and we cannot administer 
medication, so it is IMPERATIVE that we know about any food allergies so as to keep our children safe.

Evaluation and Progress to the Next Grade 

Parents are encouraged to review their children’s workbooks, to discuss and study material covered, and to stay abreast of their child’s progress.  Tests will be administered throughout the year to assess teaching effectiveness and student progress.  Twice a year, in January and June, an attendance, progress and service report will be distributed.

Once a year, students in fifth and eighth grade will take the standardized Assessment of Catholic Religious Education (ACRE) test.  This test is a diagnostic tool for the program, not an evaluation of individual students.

